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Reading from the Book of Genesis (49:1-2, 8-12) 
 
 Then Jacob called his sons, and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell 
you what shall befall you in days to come.  Assemble and hear, O sons of Jacob, and 
hearken to Israel your father.  Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hands shall be 
on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you.  Judah is a 
Lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.  He stooped down, he couched 
as a lion, and as a lioness; who dares rouse him up?  The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a ruler from his loins, until he comes that is to be sent, and he shall be the 
expectations of nations.  Binding his foal to the vine, and ass’s colt to the choice vine, he 
washes his garments in wine, and his vesture in the blood of the grape.  His eyes are more 
beautiful than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk.” 
 
Reading from the Prophet Zephaniah (3:14-19) 
 
 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! the Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he 
has cast out your enemies.  The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear 
evil no more.  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Do not fear, O Zion; let not your 
hands grow weak.  The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing as on a day of festival.  I will remove disaster from you, so that you 
will not bear reproach for it.  Behold at that time I will deal with all your oppressors.  
And I will save the lame, and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth.  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather 
you together; yea, I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the 
earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
 
Reading from the Prophet Zechariah (9:9-16) 
 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your King is coming to you; He is your righteous Savior.  He is meek, and rides 
on an ass, and upon a colt, the foal of an ass.  He will destroy the chariot from Ephraim, 
and the war horse from Jerusalem, and the bow for war shall be broken, and He shall 
speak peace to the Gentiles.  He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends 
of the earth.  As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your captives free from the waterless pit.  Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double.  For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have 
made Ephraim its arrow.  I will brandish your sons, O Zion, over your sons, O Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior’s sword.  Then the Lord will appear over them, and His 
arrow go forth like lightning; the Lord God will sound the trumpet, and march forth in the 
worldwinds of the south.  The Lord of hosts will protect them, and they shall devour them 
and overwhelm them with slingstones, and they shall drink their blood like wine, and be 
full like a bowl, drenched like the corners of the altar.  On that day the Lord their God 
will save them for they are the flock of his people; for like the jewels of a crown they 
shall shine on his land.   
 

Taken from the Service Book – The Feast of Psalms 1981 (Pages 56 thru 59) 
Department of Religious Education – Orthodox Church in America 
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