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The Reading is from the Book of Exodus 
 

The Lord said to Moses on that very day th at he brought the people of Israel out of  
the land of  Egypt:  “Consecra te to me all the f irst-born:  whatever is the f irst to open the 
womb among the people of Israel.”  And Mose s went and gathered a ll the people and said, 
“Remember this day, in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage, for by 
strength of hand the Lord brough t you out from this place; and you shall keep his law.  And  
when the Lord brings you into the land of th e Canaanites, as He swore to your fathers, you  
shall set apart to the Lor d all males that first open the womb.  And when, in tim e to come, 
your son asks you, “ What does this mean?”  You shall say to him, “By strength of hand the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt, fro m the house of bondage .  For when  Pharaoh stubbornly 
refused to let us go, the Lord slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both the first-born of 
man and the f irst-born of cattle.  Theref ore, I s acrifice to the Lord all the m ales that f irst 
opened the wo mb; but all the firs t-born of my sons I redeem.  “And it  shall be a sign set 
firmly before your eyes,  for thus says the Lord alm ighty, “The first-born of your sons you  
shall give to Me.”  And it shall be th at if a woman bears a male child, on the eighth day th e 
flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.  Then for thirty-three days she shall not com e into 
the sanctuary of God to the priest until the days of her purification are completed.  And when 
they are co mpleted, she shall b ring to the priest at the d oor of the tent of  meeting an 
unblemished lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove.  And if 
she cannot afford a lamb, then she will tak e two turtledoves or two young pigeons  and the 
priest shall pray for it.  For they are wholly  given to Me from  among the sons of Israel; I 
have taken them and consecrated them for Myself, instead of all the first-born of Egypt on 
the day that I slew all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both of man and of beast.  Thus says 
the Lord, the holy one of Israel.   
 
 
The Second Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah (6:1-12) 
 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up; and his train filled th e temple.  Above him stood the Seraphim; each had six wings; with 
two he covered his face,  and with two he cove red his feet, and with two he flew.  And one 
called to another and said:   
 
  “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
 
And the foundations of the thre sholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house 
was filled with smoke.  And I said:  “Woe is me for I am lost; for I am a m an of uncleaned 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean  lips; for my eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of hosts!”   
Then flew one of the Seraphim to me, having in his hand a burning coal which he had taken 
with tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth and said:  “Behold, this has touched 
your lips; your guilt is taken aw ay, and your sin is forgiven. ”  And I heard the voice of the 
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Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, an d who will go for us?”  Then I said, “Here am I!  Send 
me.”  And he said, “Go, and say this to the people 
  “Hear and hear, but do not understand;  
    see and see, but do not perceive.” 
Make the heart of these people fat, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes lest they see with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.  
Then I said, “How long, O Lord.”  And he said: 
 “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without men,  
    and the land is utterly desolate,  
    and the Lord removes men far away, 
    and for the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
 
 
The Third Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah 
 

Behold, the Lord is riding on a swift cloud and co mes to Egypt; and the idols of  
Egypt will tremble at his presence and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them.  And 
the spirit of the Egyptians with in them will be emptied out, a nd I will confound their plans .  
And I will give over the Egyptians  into the hands of a hard m aster says the Lord, the Lord of 
hosts.  And the Egyptians will drink water by the sea, and the rivers will be parched and dry.  
Thus says the Lord:  “Where then are your wi se men?”  Let them tell you and m ake known 
what the Lord of hosts has propos ed against Egypt.  In that da y, the Egyptians will tremble 
with fear before the hand which the Lord of hosts shakes over them.  And there will be  an 
altar to the Lord in the midst in the land of Egypt and a pillar to the Lord at its border.  It will 
be a sign forever to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; when they cry to the Lord because 
of oppressors He will send them  a Savior.  And  the Lord w ill make himself known to the 
Egyptians; and the Egyptians will know the Lord  in that day and wors hip with sacrifice and 
burnt offering; and they will pray and make vows to the Lord and perform them.    
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