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O Gladsome Light
Prokimenon of the Day except when the Feast falls on a Saturday, 
then the Great Prokimenon: "Our God is in heaven and on earth...."

is taken on Friday Evening
6 OLD TESTAMENT READINGS
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READINGS FROM EPIPHANY (THEOPHANY) VESPERS 
 
 
           1st Reading 
The Reading from Genesis (1:1-13) 
 
 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.  
 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.”  So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome.  And it was so.  God called 
the dome Sky.  And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.   
 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.”  And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas.  And God saw that it was good.  Then 
God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:  plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.”  And it was so.  The earth brought 
forth vegetation:  plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it.  And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day.   
 
 
          2nd Reading 
The Reading from Exodus (14:15-18, 21-23, 27-29) 
 
 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me?  Tell the Israelites to 
go forward.  But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide 
it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground.  Then I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.  And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.” 
 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.  The Lord drove the sea back by 
a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided.  
The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on 
their right and on their left.  The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all 
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.   
 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 
normal depth.  As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea.  
The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.  But the Israelites 
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. 



  
         3rd Reading 
The Reading from Exodus (15:22-16:1) 
 
 Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the 
wilderness of Shur.  They went three days in the wilderness and found no water.  When 
they came to Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter.  That 
is why it was called Marah.  And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What 
shall we drink?”  He cried out to the Lord; and the Lord showed him a piece of wood; he 
threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. 
 There the Lord made for them a statute and an ordinance and there he put them to 
the test.  He said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God, and do 
what is right in his sight, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I 
will not bring upon you any of the diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am 
the Lord who heals you.”   
 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees; and they camped there by the water. 
 The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 
 
           

 4th Reading 
The Reading from Joshua (3:7-8,15-17) 
 
 The Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all 
Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with Moses.  You are the 
one who shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to 
the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 
 Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest.  So when 
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark 
were dipped in the edge of the water, the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up 
in a single heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing 
toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off.  Then the people 
crossed over opposite Jericho.  While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the 
priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the middle of 
the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.   
 
 
           5th Reading 
The Reading from 2 Kings (2:6-14) 
 
 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”  But 
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  So the two of 
them went on.  Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to one side and to the 
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.   
 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.”  Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your 



spirit.”  He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.”  As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended 
in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”  But when he could no longer see him, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 He picked up the mantel of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan.  He took the mantel of Elijah that had fallen from him, 
and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”  When he had 
struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went 
over. 
 
 
           6th Reading 
The Reading from 2 Kings (5:9-14) 
 
 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of 
Elisha’s house.  Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven 
times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be cleaned.”  But Naaman became 
angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and 
cure the leprosy!  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel?  Could I not wash in them, and be clean?”  He turned and went away in 
a rage.  But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had 
commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it?  How much 
more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”  So he went down and 
immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; 
his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 
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