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       1st Reading 
Reading from Genesis (17:1-2, 4, 5-7, 8, 9-10, 11-12, 14) 
 
 The Lord appeared to Abram and said to him:  “I am your God.  Be well pleasing 
before Me, and be blameless.  And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, 
and I will multiply you exceedingly.  And you shall be a father of many nations.  And 
your name shall no more be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have 
made you a father of many nations.  And I will increase you very exceedingly; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come out of you.  And I will establish My covenant 
between Me and you and your seed after you, in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant; and I will be a God to them.”  And Abraham fell down on his face, and 
worshiped the Lord.  
 
 And God said to Abraham:  “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and 
your seed after you in their generations.  And this is the covenant which you shall keep, 
between Me and you and your seed after you, in their generations:  You shall circumcise 
the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be for a sign of the covenant between Me and you 
and your seed after you, in their generations.  And the child of eight days shall be 
circumcised by you, every male throughout your generations.  And the male child, who 
shall not be circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin on the eighth day, that soul shall be 
cut off from his family, for he has broken My covenant.” 
 
 
        2nd Reading 
Reading from Proverbs (8:22-30) 
 
 The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of long ago.  
Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  When there were no 
depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water.  Before the 
mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth – when he had not yet 
made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits of soil.  When he established the heavens, I 
was there, when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies 
above, when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the sea its 
limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the 
foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master worker; and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing before him always.   
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         3rd Reading 
Reading from Proverbs (10:31-11:12) 
 
 The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be 
cut off.  The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked, 
what is perverse.   
 
 A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but an accurate weight is his 
delight.  When pride comes, then comes disgrace; but wisdom is with the humble.  The 
integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous destroys 
them.  Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.  
The righteousness of the blameless keeps their ways straight, but the wicked fall by their 
own wickedness.  The righteousness of the upright saves them, but the treacherous are 
taken captive by their schemes.  When the wicked die, their hope perishes, and the 
expectation of the godless comes to nothing.  The righteous are delivered from trouble, 
and the wicked get into it instead.  With their mouths the godless would destroy their 
neighbors, but by knowledge the righteous are delivered.  When it goes well with the 
righteous, the city rejoices; and when the wicked perish, there is jubilation.  By the 
blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.  
Whoever belittles another lacks sense, but an intelligent person remains silent. 
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